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Shinjo district, a small village with unique customs,
surrounded by lush green mountains.
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Shinjo district, located in the southernmost part of Mihama-cho, is a lush green area surrounded by mountains at the upper
stream of Mimi River that runs through the center of the town. "Shinjo" is the general term for the 7 villages, "Tashiro," "Yorit-
sumi," "Oku," "Banba," "Kishina," "Asagase" and "Matsuya." Linking Ohmi and Wakasa, up until the Meiji Era it played an
important role in logistics as a road to transport charcoal and seafood.

Rich in nature, there are various kinds of activities that many generations can enjoy here, for instance, mount stream fishing,
trekking, BBQ, etc. When the tourist season is here, many people come and visit from both inside and outside of the Prefec-
ture every year. On the other hand, at each village, people have worked hard together in their daily lives to protect the rich
mountains and rivers. Their original customs have passed on from parents to children, and from children to grandchildren. In
this special issue, we are going to unravel the history and climate of Shinjo district from various points and dig into their
charms! Please enjoy the beauty of Mihama-cho, not just the sea and lakes but also the mountains.
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Shinjo, Mihama-cho,
Mikata-gun, Fukui Prefecture
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Shinjo's history still alive in the village
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_ $RERYEEL Korobi | / Shinjo's treasure tree "Korobi"
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"Korobi" means "Japanese tung oil tree." Korobi is a tree
that grows fast and is a well-known one in the mountains of
Shinjo district. Up until the Meiji Era, the oil gathered by
compressing the fruit was used as lamp oil. Moreover, the
strained lees were valued as fertilizer so it is said to have
been a precious source of income after rice harvesting.
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Shinjo district was known for its production of fine charcoal. As
charcoal was used as fuel, charcoal burning took place in every
corner of Shinjo. However, after the War, as electricity and gas
spread with the changes in social economy, its production
decreased. Today, you can still find traces of charcoal kilns when
you go inside the mountains of Shinjo district.

_ BRI TRER( Awagara )R | Awagara barrer that linked Wakasa and Ohmi
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Shinjo's road that goes along Mimi River used to
play an important role as to link Wakasa and Ohmi.
In the Edo Period, there was a barrier directly
controlled by the Obama clan (feudal domain.)
Until the middle of the Meiji Era, it was a busy road
carrying charcoal and marine products and was
one of the key points protecting the Wakasa nation.
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